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Decision	Number	Four	
to	the	Treaty	on	Open	Skies

Minimum	Camera	Specification	for	an	Observation	Aircraft	
of	an	Observed	Party	Exercising	Its	Right	to	Provide	an	

Observation	Aircraft	for	an	Observation	Flight

The	States	Part�es	to	the	Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es	have	agreed	as		
follows:

Unless	otherw�se	agreed,	�n	the	event	that	an	observed	Party	
exerc�ses	�ts	r�ght	to	prov�de	the	observat�on	a�rcraft	for	an	observat�on	
fl�ght,	w�th	respect	to	opt�cal	cameras,	the	observed	Party	shall	prov�de	
for	such	an	observat�on	fl�ght	an	observat�on	a�rcraft	w�th	the	follow-
�ng	spec�ficat�ons:

	(A)	 The	observat�on	a�rcraft	shall	be	equ�pped	w�th	a	panoram�c	cam-
era	cert�fied	�n	accordance	w�th	the	methodology	set	out	�n	Dec�s�on	
Number	Three	as	capable	of	ach�ev�ng	a	ground	resolut�on	of	30	cent�-
meters	at	a	m�n�mum	he�ght	above	ground	level	of	no	less	than	8,000	
meters	and	w�th	a	field	of	v�ew	of	no	less	than	93	degrees;	and

	(B)	 The	observat�on	a�rcraft	shall	be	equ�pped	w�th	a	su�te	of	three	
fram�ng	cameras	cert�fied	�n	accordance	w�th	the	methodology	set	out	�n	
Dec�s�on	Number	Three	as	capable	of	ach�ev�ng	a	ground	resolut�on	of	
30	cent�meters	�n	the	range	of	1,000	to	2,600	meters	he�ght	above	ground	
level	and	w�th	an	aggregate	field	of	v�ew	of	no	less	than	70	degrees 

Observed	Part�es	exerc�s�ng	the�r	r�ght	to	prov�de	an	observa-
t�on	a�rcraft	for	an	observat�on	fl�ght	shall	prov�de	observat�on	a�rcraft	
meet�ng	the	above	requ�rements	no	later	than	1	January	of	the	fourth	
year	follow�ng	the	year	�n	wh�ch	the	Treaty	enters	�nto	force 

States	Part�es	shall	have	the	r�ght	to	agree	�n	the	future	on	
changes	to	th�s	Dec�s�on 

Th�s	Dec�s�on	shall	enter	�nto	force	s�multaneously	w�th	the	
Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es	and	shall	have	the	same	durat�on	as	the	Treaty 

Dec�ded	�n	V�enna,	�n	the	Open	Sk�es	Consultat�ve	Comm�ss�on,	
on	29	June	1992,	�n	each	of	the	s�x	languages	spec�fied	�n	Art�cle	XIX	
of	the	Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es,	all	texts	be�ng	equally	authent�c 




